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GREAT LIVES FAIR

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

VILLA MONTESSORI

ELEMENTARY II 
GREAT LIVES FAIR

LETTER TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS

Dear Parents and Students,


This year, the Elementary II teachers are choosing history, specifically the study of “Great Lives,” as the theme for the end of the year project.  Please read the attached requirements for this fair.  Some of this assignment will be worked on as an “at home” project. The person chosen should be a “great life” and one whose life’s work has made a positive and enduring impact on human life and culture.  All names on the “Great Lives” list will be automatically approved as long as the child is the first in their class to request the name.  If a person is chosen that is not on the list, the Elementary II teaching team will approve the choice.


After you have read the following requirements with your student, please sign and return this letter as an acknowledgement that you agree to help and assist your student in completing this assignment.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------


My student ______________________and I have read this requirement. My student has chosen _______________________________________as the “great life” they will represent in their presentation.  I agree with this choice and will support my student with this work.  

Parent Signature______________________________

Student Signature_____________________________

Please detach return to teacher no later than Friday, Feb. 19th

The Great Lives Fair Project will include: 4 Parts

PART I--WRITTEN

A written report –typed in 12-14 point Arial or Times New Roman font with 1” margins.  (Rough draft needs to be double spaced)
1.  An illustrated title page that includes:  




Name of Person




Name of Student




Teacher’s Name




School Name




Date of Project




Hand drawn illustration

`
2. A timeline of the person’s life. The timeline needs to include a minimum of 20 major events; both biographical events and events in their life that caused them to be a great life.  

3. A 2-3 page biography of the person that focuses on the major events you believe made them a great life.  

4. Bibliography—you must use a minimum of 3 books and up to three websites.  You must use the proper format for your bibliography and must cite all of the sources you used.  

5.  Research Note Cards
PART II—3-D Project
Choose one of the following project choices:
Please refer to the individual rubrics for each project choice, for specific guidelines and scoring details. 

· Sculpture

· Painting (on canvas)

· Scrapbook (at least 10 pages)

· Diorama

PART III—Visual Aide                                                                                                                                          

The visual aide must contain:


1. A minimum of 9 images—they should include 

a majority of student created drawings/images.


2. Vital Statistics of the person (birth/death dates; 

geographical data; family information.

3. 5 major events (from biography paper (timeline) 


4. At least one quote from the person


5. You must include this “contribution statement” on 

your board:  “_(Person’s Name) was a great life because….”

PART IV—PRESENTATION
· You must dress up either as the person, or as a person from the same time period (presentation only).
·  You must prepare a 3-5 minute speech that highlights the relevant and significant contributions of this person as a great life (do not focus on small biographical details—“Hit the Highlights of the Great Life”)

Sculpture Rubric

This is the scale used when evaluating:

3—Very good work, shows strong effort, instructions followed, and minor adjustments could have made it better.

2—The student completed the work but did not put in full or extra effort into it, mostly followed the instructions and there were several adjustments could have made to improve the work

1—Student did the bare minimum of work required, put very little effort into the work, did not always follow instructions, and major adjustments needed to be made to improve the work

0—Work was poor and shows very little effort, none of requirements met.

	Presentation Requirements 
	Points 

	The sculpture accurately portrays the person or a scene that depicts a significant event or contribution of the great life.
	0 1  2  3  

	The sculpture is accompanied by a caption that includes the title of the sculpture, material(s) used, and the artist’s name.
	0 1  2  3  

	Caption is neatly written or typed on 3” x 5” index card or card stock.             
	0 1  2  3 

	All elements of the sculpture are relevant to the topic. 
	0 1  2  3 

	The sculpture is constructed out of approved materials (clay that hardens, wood, paper-mache, plaster, “junk”, recycled items, or mixed media).
	0 1  2  3 

	The sculpture meets sizes requirements (a minimum of 8 inches tall; width in proportion to height).
	0 1  2  3

	The sculpture is mounted on a sturdy base.
	0 1  2  3 

	The image represented by the sculpture appears to be well researched and all information is factual.
	0 1  2  3 

	The sculpture is neatly executed and inviting.
	0 1  2  3 

	The sculpture is student created.
	0 1  2  3


Total points possible: 30
Painting Rubric

This is the scale used when evaluating:

3—Very good work, shows strong effort, instructions followed, and minor adjustments could have made it better.

2—The student completed the work but did not put in full or extra effort into it, mostly followed the instructions and there were several adjustments could have made to improve the work

1—Student did the bare minimum of work required, put very little effort into the work, did not always follow instructions, and major adjustments needed to be made to improve the work

0—Work was poor and shows very little effort, none of requirements met.

	Presentation Requirements 
	Points 

	The painting accurately portrays the person or a scene that depicts a significant event or contribution of the great life.
	0 1  2  3  

	The painting is accompanied by a caption that includes the title of the work, material(s) used, and the artist’s name.
	0 1  2  3  

	A brief written explanation documents the methods and tools used during the process.       
	0 1  2  3  

	A brief written explanation documents the reason for choices style and artistic design.             
	0 1  2  3  

	The painting genuinely reflects the chosen style (abstract, still life, realistic, etc.)
	0 1  2  3  

	The painting uses the full space of the size of canvas chosen.
	0 1  2  3  

	The painting is carefully drawn out with quality.
	0 1  2  3  

	The image represented by the sculpture appears to be well researched and all information is factual.
	0 1  2  3  

	The painting is neatly executed and inviting.
	0 1  2  3  

	The workmanship shows that effort was put forth.
	0 1  2  3  


Total points possible: 30
Scrapbook Rubric
This is the scale used when evaluating:

3—Very good work, shows strong effort, instructions followed, and minor adjustments could have made it better.

2—The student completed the work but did not put in full or extra effort into it, mostly followed the instructions and there were several adjustments could have made to improve the work

1—Student did the bare minimum of work required, put very little effort into the work, did not always follow instructions, and major adjustments needed to be made to improve the work

0—Work was poor and shows very little effort, none of requirements met.

	Presentation Requirements 
	Points 

	The scrapbook includes a table of contents and a one paragraph introduction.
	0 1  2  3  

	Each visual item in the scrapbook has an accompanying caption.
	0 1  2  3  

	Captions in the scrapbook are clear and descriptive; directed quotations are clearly marked.
	0 1  2  3  

	All items in the scrapbook are relevant to the topic.
	0 1  2  3  

	The scrapbook includes a variety of types of items.
	0 1  2  3 

	The scrapbook provides full coverage of the topic, containing at least 10 content pages.
	0 1  2  3  

	Each content page contains at least one relevant image about the topic.
	0 1  2  3  

	The contents of the scrapbook appear to be well researched, all information is factual.
	0 1  2  3  

	The scrapbook is neatly executed and inviting.
	0 1  2  3  

	The scrapbook contains an equal mix of student created images and images from outside sources.
	0 1  2  3  


Total points possible: 30

 Diorama Rubric
This is the scale used when evaluating:

3—Very good work, shows strong effort, instructions followed, and minor adjustments could have made it better.

2—The student completed the work but did not put in full or extra effort into it, mostly followed the instructions and there were several adjustments could have made to improve the work

1—Student did the bare minimum of work required, put very little effort into the work, did not always follow instructions, and major adjustments needed to be made to improve the work

0—Work was poor and shows very little effort, none of requirements met.

	Presentation Requirements 
	Points 

	The diorama shows considerable attention to construction.
	0 1  2  3 

	Items are neatly trimmed and securely attached to the backing.
	0 1  2  3 

	The objects used in the project reflect an exceptional degree of student creativity.
	0 1  2  3  

	Objects are an appropriate sized and arranged well; care has been taken to visually balance the diorama scene.
	0 1  2  3  

	The diorama includes 12-15 different items.
	0 1  2  3  

	The display needs little explanation of how most items are related to the Great Life
	0 1  2  3  

	The scene(s) depicted reflects a significant event/contribution of the Great Life.
	0 1  2  3 

	The contents and scene depicted diorama appear to be well researched, all information is factual.
	0 1  2  3 

	A written key identifying each image is provided.
	0 1  2  3 

	The diorama contains a majority of student created images and objects.
	0 1  2  3 


Total points possible: 30

Total Project Timeline & Scoring

	activity
	date
	on time
	still needs
	total points

	Complete & signed letter
	Friday 2/19
	
	
	_____/5 

	Research 
	2/22 – 3/18
	
	
	

	Research Note Cards due
	Friday 3/19
	
	
	_____/5

	Outline due

& project proposal due
	Friday 4/2
	
	
	_____/10

	Rough Draft of Written Report due
	Friday 4/16
	
	
	_____/20

	Conferencing w/ teachers 
· Go over rough drafts
· Start working on visual aide, 3D project, and presentation 
	4/19–4/23

	
	
	

	Final Draft of Written Report due
	Monday 4/26
	
	
	_____/50

	3-D Project due
	Monday 5/10
	
	
	_____/30

	Visual Aide due
	Monday 5/10
	
	
	_____/50

	In-Class Presentations


	Specific days to be announced


	
	
	_____/30


Total points possible:    200
Any portion of the project turned in late or incomplete will be worth a maximum of ½ the points possible for that component.
